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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/262,056 



Applicant(s) 

Smith et al. 



Examiner 

Chante' Harrison 



Group Art Unit 
2672 




Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Mar 4, 1999 , . • 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

ciaim(s) 1-14 _ — is/are P endin 9 in the app'ication. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Ciaim(s)__ . is/are allowed. 

Kl Claim(s) 7-74 is ' are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) . is/are ob i ected ta 

r-j claims are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

H See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Approved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119{a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: . 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

tS Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 2 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

IS Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 1 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barrus et al., U.S. Patent 6,058,397, 5/2000, 345/473. 

As per independent claim 1, Barrus discloses receiving predefined output (col. 19, 11. 13- 
19), parsing the output to identify a texture, evaluating each texture in terms of a corresponding 
parameter defined in the output to obtain a corresponding texture output (col. 19-20, 11. 45-14), 
rendering the output (col. 10, 11. 53-54). Barrus fails to disclose a texture expression, however it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the 
disclosure of Barrus because he teaches storing primitives as matrices and applying one of 
multiple corresponding texture maps to each primitive (col. 8, 11. 1-7; col. 15-16, 11. 65-10; col. 
18,11. 24-32). 

As per dependent claims 2 and 1 1 , Barrus discloses the corresponding parameter 
comprising pixel coordinates (col. 12, 11. 27-33). 
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As per dependent claim 3, Barrus discloses display coordinates (col. 7, 11. 30-35; col. 15, 
11. 42-47). 

As per dependent claims 4 and 13, Barrus discloses the coordinates expressed with respect 
to the region of the display to which the texture is to be applied (col. 7, 11. 30-50; col. 19, 11. 45- 
65). 

As per dependent claim 5, Barrus discloses the texture expression producing an image 
texture and evaluating the expression for each color value of the colorspace (col. 8, 11. 1-8; col. 
10, 11. 40-61). 

As per dependent claim 6, Barrus fails to specifically disclose an RGB colorspace. 
However he teaches modifying the database that defines the virtual environment to be transmitted 
to the format of the receiving Tenderer (col. 7, 11. 23-27; col. 8, 11. 1-8; col. 9, 11. 7-1; col. 9-10, 11. 
64-9). 

As per dependent claim 7, Barrus discloses an html document (col. 19, 11. 21-25). 

As per dependent claim 8, Barrus discloses an audio texture (col. 13, 11. 55-57; col. 20, 11. 

55-59). 

As per independent claim 12, Barrus discloses a system (FIG. 20) for implementing the 
method of claim 1. Therefore the rejection as applied to independent claim 1 is included herein. 
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3. Claims 9-10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barrus 
as applied to claims 1 and 12 above, and further in view of Elliot et al., U.S. Patent 5,764,241, 
6/1998,345/473. 

As per dependent claim 9, Elliot discloses the corresponding parameter is time-based (col. 
8, 11. 19-37), which Barrus fails to disclose. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
to combine the disclosures of Elliot and Barrus because Elliot teaches improving 
animation/graphics presentation of transmitted Hypertext files including audio by inputting and 
manipulating data defining the files to prepare multiple visual output presentations from multiple 
input formats (col. 7-8) as does Barrus (col. 19-20). 

As per dependent claim 10, Elliot fails to disclose the time-based parameter comprising an 
elapsed time from the user interface event. However he does disclose data content that is 
responsive to user input and the presentation of the content with respect to time (col. 8, 11. 24-33), 
which Barrus fails to disclose. It would have been obvious to combine the disclosures of Barrus 
and Elliot because Elliot fulfills browser requests and manipulates Hypertext files including audio 
using user defined data to prepare multiple visual output presentations from multiple input 
formats (col. 7-8) as does Barrus (col. 19-20). 

As per dependent claim 14, Barrus discloses an audio texture (col. 13, 11. 55-57; col. 20, 
11. 55-59) but fails to disclose the corresponding parameter is time-based, which is disclosed by 
Elliot (col. 8, 11. 19-37) as is an audio texture (col. 8, 11. 23-26). It would have been obvious to 
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combine me disclosures of Ba^us and E.Uo, because Elliot fulfils browse, revests and 
out p„« presentations from multiple inpu, formats («oL 7-8) as does Barrus (col. 19- 2 0). 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

disclosure. 

Nuka »oe«a 1 .,U.S. Paten, 6,043,8,8, 3/2000, 345/U4 
WhUee t al,U.S.Pate„«6, 1 33,9B,,0/2000,345/342 
Sueiy ar„ae«a,.,U.S.P-6,00 5 ,579, 1 2/ 1 9,9,345/342 
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Conclusion 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 305-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

° R: (703) 308-6606 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") { Q ^ 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 
Srive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (RecepUomst). 



Chante' Harrison 
November 9, 2000 

MATTHEW LUU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



